[The seriatim echographic assessment of the volume of hepatic metastases].
The quantitative study of neoplastic growth patterns is the ground for a correct clinical approach to patients with malignant tumors, for both prognosis and evaluation of treatment outcome. The growth of 19 hepatic metastases in 13 patients was therefore followed; the lesions diameters were measured by means of US and their volumes were calculated. The results were plotted in semilogarithmic scale and doubling times (DT) were calculated. The DT values observed were ordered according to the origin of the tumors and to their growth rate; our values were in substantial agreement with literature data. Moreover, the differential increase in the metastases diameters along the 3 orthogonal planes was analysed and a significant rate of asymmetrical growth was shown. Changes in the echo structure of the observed metastases were evaluated and the changes in peripheral hypoechoic halo were demonstrated. The authors stress the importance of a correct volumetric study during US follow-up of patients with hepatic metastases.